THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
foundation of the United States.   I expect I was on both sides then.
And I must say I feel on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean now.
At intervals during the last forty years I have addressed scores
of great American audiences in almost every part of the Union. I
have learnt to admire the courtesy of these audiences ; their sense of
fair play ; their sovereign sense of humour, never minding the joke
that is turned against themselves ; their earnest, voracious desire to
come to the root of the matter and to be well and truly informed on
Old World affairs.
And now, in this time of world storm, when I have been called
upon by King and Parliament and with the support of all parties in
the State to bear the chief responsibility in Great Britain, and when
I have had the supreme honour of speaking for the British nation in
its most deadly danger and in its finest hour, it has given me comfort
and inspiration to feel that I think as you do, that our hands are
joined across the oceans, and that our pulses throb and beat as one.
Indeed I will make so bold as to say that here at least, in my mothers
birth city of Rochester, I hold a latchkey to American hearts.
Strong tides of emotion, fierce surges of passion, sweep the broad
expanses of the Union in this year of fate. In that prodigious
travail there are many elemental forces, there is much heart-
searching and self-questioning; some pangs, some sorrow, some
conflict of voices, but no fear. The world is witnessing the birth
throes of a sublime resolve. I shall presume to confess to you that I
have no doubts what that resolve will be.
The destiny of mankind is not decided by material computation.
When great causes are on the move in the world, stirring all men's
souls, drawing them from their firesides, casting aside comfort,
wealth, and the pursuit of happiness in response to impulses at once
awe-striking and irresistible, we learn that we are spirits, not animals,
and that something is going on in space and time, and beyond space
and time, which, whether we like it or not, spells duty.
A wonderful story is unfolding before our eyes. How it will end
we are not allowed to know. But on both sides of the Atlantic we
all feel, I repeat, all, that we are a part of it, that our future and that
of many generations is at stake. We are sure that the character of
human society will be shaped by the resolves we take and the deeds
we do. We need not bewail the fact that we have been called upon
to face such solemn reponsibilities. We may be proud, and even
rejoice amid our tribulations, that we have been born at this cardinal
time for so great an age and so splendid an opportunity of service
here below.
Wickedness,    enormous,    panoplied,    embattled,    seemingly
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